
Third Sunday after Easter, April 26, 2020 

Prelude      “Prelude Medley”                   Joel Matthews 

Call to worship 

Special music    “Thou Art He”          Robert Rutherford 

    Solo by Sarah Dunnavent 

Prayer of confession (in unison) 

O Lord our God, you call us to proclaim the gospel, but we remain silent in the 

presence of evil.  You call us to be reconciled to you and one another, but we 

refuse to apologize or to forgive.  You call us to seek the good of all, but we fail 

to resist the powers of oppression.  You call us to fight pretensions and 

injustice, but we sit idly by.  Forgive us, O Lord.  Reconcile us to you by the 

power of your Spirit, and give us the courage and strength to be reconciled to 

others; through Jesus Christ your Son, our Savior, Amen. 

Assurance of Pardon 

Unison Reading (Psalm 116: 1 – 4, 12 – 19) 

I love the Lord, who has heard my voice, and listened to my supplication, for 

the Lord has given ear to me whenever I called.  The cords of death entangled 

me; the anguish of the grave came upon me; I came to grief and sorrow.  Then 

I called upon the name of the Lord: “O Lord, I pray you, save my life.” 

How shall I repay the Lord for all the good things God has done for me?  I will 

lift up the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.  I will fulfill my 

vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people.  Precious is your sight, O 

Lord, is the death of your servants.  O Lord, truly I am your servant; I am your 

servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds.  I will 

offer you the sacrifice of thanksgiving and call up on the name of the Lord.  I 

will fulfill my vows to the Lord in the presence of all God’s people.  In the 

courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O Jerusalem.  Hallelujah! 

Children’s Sermon 

New Testament Reading      Acts 14a, 36-41 (CEB) 

Peter stood with the other eleven apostles. He raised his voice and declared- 



“Therefore, let all Israel know beyond question that God has made this Jesus, 

whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 

When the crowd heard this, they were deeply troubled. They said to Peter and 

the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 

Peter replied, “Change your hearts and lives. Each of you must be baptized in 

the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. Then you will receive 

the gift of the Holy Spirit. This promise is for you, your children, and for all 

who are far away-as many as the Lord our God invites,” With many other 

words he testified to them and encouraged them, saying, “Be saved from this 

perverse generation.” Those who accepted Peter’s message were baptized. 

God brought about three thousand people into the community on that day. 

Pastoral Prayer and the Lord’s prayer 

Loving God, as the rising sun chases away the night, so you have scattered the 
power of death in the rising of Jesus Christ, and you bring us all blessings in 
him. 

Especially this day we thank you for  

The ministry of word and sacrament… 

Those who serve and care for others… 

The affection of our friends… 

Your call to love and serve one another… 

The presence and power of your Spirit 

Mighty God, with the dawn of your love you reveal your victory over all that 
would destroy or harm, and you brighten the lives of all who need you.  
Especially we pray for churches in Europe and Asia… 

Endangered species of animals and plants… 

Those who are isolated by sickness or sorrow… 

Those who suffer mental anquish… 

The knowledge of your will for our lives… 

The people or concerns that we hold in our hearts… 



Holy God, your love is higher than the heavens and your grace is wider 
than the sea.  Awaken our hearts to the joy of your presence and open our 
lips to sing your praise; to the glory of Jesus Christ our Lord, who taught us 
to pray together, saying: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed 
be thy name; thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and 
forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the 
kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.                                  

Epistle Reading   1 Peter 1:17-23 (CEB) 

Since you call upon a Father who judges all people according to their actions 

without favoritism, you should conduct yourselves with reverence during the 

time of your dwelling in a strange land. Live in this way, knowing that you 

were not liberated by perishable things like silver or gold from the empty 

lifestyle you inherited from your ancestors. Instead, you were liberated by the 

precious blood of Christ, like that of a flawless, spotless lamb. Christ was 

chosen before the creation of the world, but was only revealed at the end of 

time. This was done for you, who through Christ are faithful to the God who 

raised him from the dead and gave him glory. So now, your faith and hope rest 

in God. 

As you set yourselves apart by your obedience to the truth so that you might 

have genuine affection for your fellow believers, love each other deeply and 

earnestly. Do this because you have been given new birth—not from the type 

of seed that decays but from seed that doesn’t. This seed is God’s life-giving 

and enduring word. 

Sermon              

From “A Brief Statement of Faith” 

In life and in death we belong to God.  

Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,  

the love of God,  

and the communion of the Holy Spirit,  

we trust in the one triune God, the Holy One of Israel,  

whom alone we worship and serve. 



We trust in Jesus Christ, 

Fully human, fully God.  

Jesus proclaimed the reign of God:  

preaching good news to the poor  

and release to the captives,  

teaching by word and deed  

and blessing the children,  

healing the sick  

and binding up the brokenhearted,  

eating with outcasts, 

forgiving sinners,  

and calling all to repent and believe the gospel.  

Unjustly condemned for blasphemy and sedition,  

Jesus was crucified,  

suffering the depths of human pain  

and giving his life for the sins of the world.  

God raised this Jesus from the dead,  

vindicating his sinless life,  

breaking the power of sin and evil,  

delivering us from death to life eternal. 

With believers in every time and place,  

we rejoice that nothing in life or in death  

 

Hymn   #14    “For the Beauty of the Earth” 

Benediction 

Postlude 

********************************************** 

We are delighted to welcome to our Facebook Live worship service the Rev. Ray 

Thomas, co-executive presbyter of the Presbytery of Middle Tennessee.  We are 

keeping six feet away from each other, but it is so nice to have company in the 
sanctuary! 

We are also grateful to Joel Matthews, brother-in-law of Linda Rutherford, Emery 

Gill’s husband, for the prelude, and to Robert Rutherford for sharing his piece, “Thou 
Art He” and Sarah Dunnavent for her solo in that piece. 


